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INFORMATION TO PATIENTS
CONCERNING INTRAVASCULAR
CONTRAST MEDIUM

Introduction

This 1s an X-ray investigation which
requires contrast medium injection.
However, side effects may occasionally
occur. Generally speaking, the contrast
medium used is a safe drug. Your doctor
believes this test will provide information
which should help to better understand
and treat your medical problem. The
investigation is therefore considered

necessary.

Complications

Mild reactions - Itching, urticaria,
nausea, vomiting, feeling of warmth,
pain at the injection site, sneezing,

coughing, etc

More severe reactions - These
usually require medical treatment and

can even cause harm. For example,

shortness of breath, wheezing,
irregular heartbeat, chest pain,
convulsions, kidney failure,
hypertension, unconsciousness, etc.
The chance of having a serious reaction
is about 1 in 250

Death - Rarely, as with many drugs,
contrast medium can cause death. The
chance of this fatal occurrence is about
1 in 40,000

Delayed reactions - A few patients
may experience delayed reactions. The
symptoms may be arm pain, itching,
rash, painful or swollen salivary glands,

etc

Contrast extravasation - If the
contrast medium accidentally leaks
out from the injection site into the soft
tissue in your arm, you may experience

pain over that area. Generally, this

should disappear in days. Rarely, local
skin necrosis has been known to occur

as a late complication

For diabetic patients on Metformin
and with inpaired kidney function,
there is increased risk of lactic acidosis
and further deterioration of kidney

function

Should you have any queries, please
consult your doctor-in-charge

Information provided by the Department of
Radiology, Queen Mary Hospital.



