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COMPUTED TOMOGRAHY

Introduction =

Computed Tomography (CT) makes use
of computer technology together with a
rotating x-ray device to create detail cross-
sectional images of the organs or areas
of the body to provide diagnostic

information for suspected pathology.

Preparation m

@ Please inform your doctor of history
of allergy to food and drugs, and in
particular any previous reaction to
contrast medium, asthma, urticaria,

eczema and allergic rhinitis etc

@ Please inform our staff before the
examination if you are or may be

pregnant

@ A written consent is required if
intravenous injection of contrast

medium is indicated

¥ For examinations with intravenous

contrast medium, fasting is needed for

4 hours prior to examination

@ For diabetic patient on drugs, consult
your clinician concerned for the

adjustment of drug dosage

@ For abdominal CT scan, you might
need to take oral contrast medium

some hours before the scanning

@ For in-patients, oral contrast could be
taken in the ward. Please allow about

half a day for the examination

Procedure m
@ Please be punctual

€ Some examinations will take a longer

time than the others

@ The whole procedure is monitored by

a radiologist

© During the examination, the patient
will be lying on the table of the CT
scanner. The table will then carry the
patient slowly through the gantry of

the scanner and a well-collimated X-
Ray beam will pass through the patient.
A number of cross-sectional images

of the organs/areas are made

@ Intravenous or oral contrast medium
may be needed to improve the

diagnostic quality of the images

@ Medication for sedation are sometime
administered to paediatric patients in
order to obtain images without undue

movement

# Please keep still during CT scanning
and listen carefully to instructions

given by our staff

Complications =
@ Allergic reaction to intravenous

contrast medium

i o
_ ‘Flé:gt injection site during injection

of intravenous contrast medium. If the

contrast medium accidentally leaks

out from the injection site into the soft
tissue, you may experience pain over
that area. Generally, this should
disappear in days. Rarely, local skin
necrosis has been known to occur as

a late complication

@ Aspiration of gastric content or oral
contrast medium may lead to

pneumonia

After the examination »
©® You can eat or drink as usual after the

examination

@ The report of your scan will be sent

to your doctor

Should you have any queries, pi__gése
consult your doctor-in-charge =

. -'?f:!i
Information provided by the Department of
Radiology, Queen Mary Hospital.



