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Introduction s—

Haemodialysis / Haemofiltration is a process
of removing accumulated waste products in
the blood and restoring body's haemostatic
balance. It is a substitute for the excretory
function of the kidneys but does not replace
its endocrine and metabolic functions. It is
mainly used for patients with end-stage renal
failure or acutely ill patients with significantly
impaired renal function.

Preparation s

A written consent is required before the
procedure.

Procedure

@ The doctor will insert a catheter into the
vein and drain out the blood for 'cleaning'

@ The blood will be drained out actively by
the machine and then passed through the
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artificial kidney for filtration. The filtered
blood will subsequently be infused back
to the body

€ Haemodialysis is an intermittent procedure,
each section lasts for about two to four
hours. This may be required either daily or
several times per week

€ Haemofiltration is a continuous process

@ The duration of either haemodialysis or
haemofiltration depends on the patient's
renal condition and if there is any recovery
of renal function

@ If patient cannot tolerate the procedure,
physician can stop the dialysis at any time

Care & Adyvice .

@ Patient has to be bed ridden during the
procedure. Limitation in movement is
required, especially at the catheter site

@ Regular blood examination is required
during the procedure to evaluate the
effectiveness of the treatment

@ Patient's family or friends are advised to
provide emotional support to the patient
during the procedure

Complications ———

@ Bleeding and infection at the catheter entry
site

@ Low blood pressure during the procedure

Should there be any doubt, consult
the doctor or nurse of ICU

Information provided by Department of ICU,
Queen Mary Hospital.



